CAS

COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF STANDARDS IN HIGHER EDUCATION

QUALITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

The CAS standards and guidelines represent the collective effort and wisdom of hundreds

of professionals in higher education who strive toward high quality education programs and services for students.  The promulgation of standards of practice and of professional

preparation to encourage the best educational practice possible is the core purpose of the Council for Advancement of Standards in Higher Education (CAS), which has served the higher education community for over two decades.

The CAS standards promote the connections between the life of the student and the college community, giving direction to the leaders in higher education who, as advocates, design and manage meaningful learning environments that promote student learning and personal development.

CAS MISSION

The mission of CAS is:

1. To establish, adopt, and disseminate unified and timely professional standards to guide student learning and personal development support programs and services and related higher education initiatives.

2. To promote the assessment and improvement of higher education services and programs through self-study, evaluation, and the use of CAS standards.

3. To establish, adopt, and disseminate unified and timely professional preparation

standards for the education of student affairs practitioners.

4. To promote the assessment and improvement of professional preparation programs for student affairs through self-study, evaluation, and the use of

      CAS standards.

5. To advance the use and importance of professional standards among practitioners 

      and educators in higher education.

6. To promote and encourage public and private higher education systems and institutions to focus attention on the assurance of quality in all educational endeavors.

7. To promote inter-association efforts to address the issues of quality assurance, 

student learning, and professional integrity in higher education.

CAS PHILOSOPHY

The CAS philosophy is grounded in beliefs about excellence in higher education, collaboration between teacher and learner, ethics in educational practice, student development as a major goal of higher education, and student responsibility for learning.

CAS STANDARDS

The CAS approach to ensuring quality educational experiences is anchored in the assumption that its standards and guidelines can be used in a variety of ways to enhance institutional quality.  They can, for example, be used for design of programs and services, for determination of the efficacy of programs, for staff development, for programmatic self-assessment to assure institutional effectiveness, and for self-regulation purposes.  

The thirteen components of the CAS standards include:

Mission

Program

Leadership

Organization and Management

Human Resources

Financial Resources

Facilities, Technology, and Equipment

Legal Responsibilities

Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action

Campus and Community Relations

Diversity

Ethics Assessment and Evaluation

Currently, 29 programs and services, including Disability Services is available in the 2001 CAS Book of Standards.  For each area there is also a separate Self-Assessment

Guide (SAG) which gives the user the opportunity to use criterion measure rating scales for program evaluation in the above thirteen areas.  Upon the completion of the self-assessment process a process for implementation of an action plan is included.  

The Book of Standards and other CAS products, including the Self-Assessment Guides (SAGS) for each area of practice, are available to order on the CAS website at http://www.cas.edu. or at CAS Headquarters at One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 300

Washington, DC  20036-1188.

