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Guidelines and Procedures for Students with Learning Disabilities and/or Attention Deficit Disorders Who Seek Accommodation to Fulfill the A&H Foreign Language Requirement

Background

The student population nationwide includes an increasing number of students who have been diagnosed with specific learning disabilities (LD), including dyslexia, and/or attention deficit disorders (ADD).1 As the number of students with learning disabilities and attention disorders increases on college and university campuses, there is an increasing need to address their developmental concerns and different learning styles. (Source: Student Affairs Journal- Online, 1997; kgobbo@landmarkcollege.org). 

The number of students seeking accommodation for LD and/or ADD at the University has increased significantly in the last decade. An increasing number of these students have been seeking exceptions to the A&H foreign language requirement which states that students must demonstrate intermediate language proficiency. (Undergraduate Catalog 1998-99, p.58). 

The College, in cooperation with the Learning Assistance Service of the Counseling Center (LAS), has developed the following guidelines and procedures to accommodate students with documented LD and/or ADD whose disability precludes the ability to fulfill the foreign language requirement without reasonable accommodation. 

A. Procedures 

1. In accordance with LAS requirements, the student must present appropriate documentation to the LAS Learning Disabilities Counselor, who will verify the existence of a disability and its effect on the student's language learning. (See attached LAS Disability Verification Forms). 

2. The student's case is referred by the instructor, LD Counselor, etc. to the Student Affairs Office of the College of Arts and Humanities with a 

_______________________________

1  Dyslexia, one of the most common learning disabilities, is thought to be a complex neurological disability that inhibits symbol recognition and orderly processing of language. As it involves both written and spoken language it can result in listening, spelling, reading, writing and/or thinking problems. Attention Deficit Disorder, also a neurological syndrome, is marked by distractibility, inattentiveness, acting impulsively, and hyperactivity. Both of these disabilities may affect foreign language learning to varying degrees; however, research shows that many students with these disabilities can complete at least some beginning/introductory foreign language studies. 

recommendation as to whether this student will have a difficult time fulfilling the requirement. 

3. The Student Affairs Office shall determine the nature of the accommodation, if any, in accordance with the following Guidelines. The determination shall be based on the evaluation by LAS, input from the student and the instructor and any other relevant information. The Student Affairs Office should provide written notice of the determination to the student, instructor and LD Counselor. 

4. Students who are not satisfied with the determination may submit a written request for further review to _____________________________, within _________________days after the student receives notice of the determination. 

B. Guidelines 

1. General. All requests for foreign language accommodations will be determined on an individual basis. Students will be accommodated as is deemed reasonable in compliance with the law. Possible accommodations include: 

a. Additional processing time and/or special settings/conditions for examinations; 

b. 
Advising, counseling and problem solving instruction; c. Tutoring or skills building courses; 

d. 
Diversification of classroom teaching style to accommodate multiple learning styles; 

e. 
Oral test taking vs. written exams; 

f. 
Curricular or course substitution (see below); 

g. 
Other accommodations to be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

2. Curricular or Course Substitution. Research shows that most LD and ADD students can complete at least a semester or two of foreign language courses/studies with or without reasonable accommodation. 

a. In most cases, the student should take beginning/introductory foreign language courses (first and second semesters, e.g., Spanish 101 and 102) and should show a good faith effort to pass such courses with or without support services or other reasonable accommodations. 

b. There should be ongoing evaluation as needed throughout each semester involving input from the student, the instructor, the LD Counselor, and/or the Student Affairs Office. 

c. [Under what circumstances?] A third semester of foreign language at the intermediate level may be fulfilled by substituting an approved course from the Foreign Language Course Substitutions List (attached) established and approved by the foreign language departments and the College. The substitution(s) must be approved by the Student Affairs Office. 

d. Exceptions. If a student establishes a history of repeated unsuccessful attempts at foreign language learning related to LD and/or ADD, as documented by failures or very poor grades at the University, at another higher education institution, or in high school, the Student Affairs Office may permit the student to fulfill the foreign language requirement with two or three/more than one approved substitute courses. 

e. Approved substitute courses should deal with culture, cross-cultural or intercultural themes, or concepts presenting an international view. 

f. 
The courses should be in one area (e.g., German) and follow a sequence, if possible. 

g. 
The substitute courses for the foreign language requirement at the beginning/introductory level cannot count towards other College or University requirements (e.g., CORE, advanced studies, etc.). 

h. 
Substitutions at the intermediate level, replacing such courses as Spanish 201, French 203, or German 201, may be counted as CORE requirements. 

Attachments: 

Foreign Language Course Substitutions for LD Students 

Disability Verification for Students with LD 

Disability Verification for Students with ADD 
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Foreign Language Course Substitutions List

(established and approved by Departments and College of Arts and Humanities)

CLAS 270 Greek Literature in Translation 

CLAS 271 Latin Literature in Translation 

CHIN 213 Chinese Poetry Into English: An Introduction 

CHIN 313 Chinese Poetry and Prose (in Translation) 

CHIN 314 Chinese Fiction and Drama (in Translation) 

FREN 240 Masterworks of French Literature (in Translation) 

FREN 241 Women and Writers of French Expression (in Translation) 

FREN 242 Black Writers of French Expression (in Translation) 

FREN 370 Aspects of French Civilization 

FREN 478 Themes and Movements of French Literature (in Translation) 

FREN 480 French Cinema: A Cultural Approach (in Translation) 

FREN 481 Femmes Fatales & the Representation of Violence in Literature, Opera & Film 

FREN 482 Gender and Ethnicity in Modern French Literature 

FREN 483 I and They: Conflict t Between Individual and Society in French Literature 

FREN 484 The Age of Anxiety: Existentialism and the Absurd (in Translation) 

FREN 485 Ideologies and Relations between the Sexes in French Literature (in Translation) 

GERM 280 German-American Cultural Contrast 

GERM 281 Women in German Literature and Society 

GERM 282 Germanic Mythology 

GERM 283 Viking Culture and Civilization 

GERM 284 Germanic Chivalric Culture 

GERM 286 Ancient India Culture and Civilization 

GERM 287 Ancient Celtic Culture and Civilization 

ITAL 411 Dante (in Translation) 

ITAL 421 The Italian Renaissance (in Translation) 

ITAL 431 Italian Civilization (in Translation) 

ITAL 471 Italian Cinema: A Cultural Approach 

ITAL 475 The Italian Opera Libretto 

JAPN 416 Japanese Women and Women Writers 

PORT 223 Portuguese Culture 

PORT 224 Issues in Latin American Studies I 

PORT 225 Issues in Latin American Studies II 

PORT 378 Brazilian Cinema (in Translation) 

PORT 478 Themes and Movements in Lugo-Brazilian Literature in Translation 

SPAN 125 Spanish Civilization: From Kingdoms to Nationalities 

SPAN 222 Cultural Differences in Contemporary Latin America 

SPAN 223 United States Latino Culture 

SPAN 224 Violence and Resistance in the Americas 

SPAN 234 Issues in Latin American Studies I 

SPAN 235 Issues in Latin American Studies II
